Ca khic méi cua ca si nhac dong qué Drew Baldridge,
“Tough People” (Nhirng con ngwoi kién cwong)
bay té sw ton vinh nhirng dira tré kién cwong nhw bénh nhi
Lizzie caa St. Jude

V&i déi mat Iép lanh va nu cuwo&i rang r&, Lizzie, mét bénh nhi tai St. Juge Children’s Research
Hospital®, gan nhw khong thé gidu ndi sy hao hirc ciia minh. Co6 bé sép dwoc gap ca si nhac
dong qué Drew Baldridge.

Drew ciing hao hirng khdng kém. Anh dén day dé chia sé mot diéu rat gan gii véi trai tim minh,
dia don lot Top 10 "Tough People” (Nhirng con nguoi kién cwdng), mét 161 tri an danh cho
nhirng nguwoi da vweot qua gian kho trong cudc song dé vieon 1én manh mé.

“Bon chu viét bai nay cho nhirng ngwdi nhw chau,” Drew néi véi ¢d bé 9 tudi dang say swa lang
nghe.

“Chau cam on a,” Lizzie mim cwoi dap lai.

Khi méi 20 thang tudi, Lizzie dwoc chan doan mac u té bao hinh sao 16ng vung ha déi/duwong
dan thi (hypothalamic/optic pathway pilocytic astrocytoma) mot loai u ndo phat trién cham. Co
bé da trai qua gan ba nam diéu tri tai mot bénh vién & Texas. Khi khéi u tai phat vao nam 2021,
Lizzie dwoc chuyén dén St. Jude, noi cac bac si da thir nhiéu phwong phép diéu tri khac nhau
cho dén khi mot phac dbé thudc méi phat huy tac dung.

“Chuing t6i chi don gian la rat mirng vi c6 mét noi dé tim dén, cé thém mét lwa chon, bdi vao
thoi diém doé chung té6i cdm thay nhw minh khéng con bat ky Iwa chon nao khac,” me cla Lizzie,
chi Mary, chia sé.

Lizzie da hoan thanh qua trinh diéu tri vao thang 10 nam 2023.

Vao thoi diém Drew va cac dong tac gia bat dau sang tac ca khic “Tough People”, ban than
anh cling dang trai qua nhirng giai doan kho khan. Anh mat hop dong thu am, chia tay nguoi
quan ly va ca ngwdi dai dién dat lich biéu dién.

Ca khug dan tré thanh bai hét,tiép strc tinh than clia chinh anh, véi diép khtc: “N6 luc roi sé
dwoc dén dap, cai thién sé thang cai ac va thdi thé khé khan sé tao nén nhirng con ngudi kién
cuwdng.”

Sau do, Drew,dén tham St. Jude tai Memphis, bang Tennessee. Clng la mot nguwoi cha cé con
trai nhd, chuyén tham St. Jude that sy mang lai nhieéu xic déng doi véi anh.

“T6i thay nhirng dira tré nay dang chién déu gianh lai sy sbng. Va cha me cac em ludn & bén
canh, dong hanh trén hanh trinh d,” anh ndi. “Va t6i biét rang ching t6i phai dwa cac em vao
trong bai hat nay. Piéu d6 phai tré thanh mot phan rat quan trong ctia ca khuc.”

D6 chinh 1a doan 16 th(r hai clia bai hat, nhac dén mét bénh nhi ung thuw giai doan hai. Du can
bénh khéng giéng véi cla Lizzie, nhwng hanh trinh ma cac em trai qua thi twong tw.



Chi Mary va anh Juan, bd me cla Lizzie, cdm thé’y biét on khi hanh trinh clia gia dinh minh,
cling nhw cda rat nhiéu gia dinh khac, dwoc khac hoa trong ca khiac day cam xdc nay.

“Bai hat thwe sy cham dén trai tim ngudi nghe va phan anh rat dang nhirng khé khan ma chung
toi da trai qua,” chi Mary noi.

Lizzie, hién dang hoc piano méi tuan, da “vui swéng dén khong thé ta” khi dwoc gap Drew va
th&r gay dan guitar ctia anh. Theo I&i chi Mary, cb bé khéng ngirng nhac vé Drew sau cudc gap
do.

“Néu trén thé gioi c6 thém nhiéu ngudi nhw Drew, chiing ta chac chan sé hanh phtc hon rat
nhiéu,” chi Mary chia sé.

Khéi u clia Lizzie khién em bj suy gidm thi lwc & mat trai. Tuy vay, em van tham gia mét giai
béng da cung v&i nhivng tré em khiém thj khac.

“Con bé cling tham gia ddi boi va rat thich béng chuyén,” chi Mary néi thém. “T6i con nghi réng
con bé la mot nghé si tuyét voi nhat. Mua hé vira rdi con bé da hoc vé va nhung birc tranh cua
con bé thuc sw rat dep. Toi cdm thay minh dang khoe khoang. Nhwng tat ca nhirng diéu nay
déu c6 thé tré thanh hién thuc nhd nd lwe ctru sbng con ngwdi ma St. Jude da va dang thuc
hién.”

Theo Drew, tir cac bac si, nhan vién'y té cho dén nhirng dira tré va gia dinh cua cac em,
“Tough People” chinh Ia hién than cho moi gia tri ma St. Jude dai dién.

“Moi nguoi trong bénh vién d6 déu rét kién cwong. Ai cling dang phai d6i mat voi mét diéu gi
do,” anh noi. “Toi rat vui vi ca khic nay da soi sang va tén vinh ho. Ho xirng dang v&i diéu dé.”
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